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ABSTRACT 



There have been few attempts to combine the historical 
social, and political variables, which make up the regional 
system that is the Horn of Africa. This work presents an 
encapsulated analysis that attempts to provide a "complete 
picture" of the attitudes, events and external intrusions 
which contribute to the situation as it exists today. 

The Horn of Africa is viewed from four perspectives: (1) 

internal aspects, (2) regional linkages, (3) external 
influences, and (4) an historical interpretation . These 
four viewpoints are integrated to form strategic con- 
siderations and conclusions regarding the region and the 
potential areas of conflict or cooperation between the 
involved actors during the next decade . 

The Horn of Africa has , does , and will in the future 
play an active and crucial political role , not only in 
Africa, but in the international system. This research 
is an attempt to provide policy makers with a perspective 
in planning for that future. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



Geography is the force which has caused international 
concern with the Horn of Africa. Because of their location, 
the countries which make up the Horn are involved in the 
political realities of the Middle East, the Indian Ocean, 
(including the Persian Gulf), and, of course, Africa. Oil 
from Iran to Israel and Europe, and the renewed flow of 
commerce between East Africa, Asia, and the Gulf must pass 
near the Somali coast, through the Straits of the Bab-el-Mandib , 
and along the coast of Ethiopia and Eritrea en route to the 
Suez Canal. Naturally, the ability to monitor the traffic 
and to conduct military operations against targets on the 
sea lanes from coastal ports and airfields on the Horn has 
occupied the minds of many strategists. Not surprisingly, 
these capabilities have been the genesis of much of the 
external involvement in' the area. Of equal, if not greater, 
importance is the significance of the Horn as a "spring-board" 
into central and southern Africa, the oil rich Arabian Pen- 
insula and the sensitive areas of Sudan and Egypt. 

The events of 1977 have resulted in a need to reevaluate 
critically long standing notions about the Horn. The con- 
tinuing conflict between the two principal regional actors 
(Ethiopia and Somalia) and the impending escalation of events 
in Eritrea have impacted not only on United States policy 
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and strategies in the region, but have resulted in grave 
concern in bordering states where the United States has vital 
interests . 

The complete renversement of the Ethiopians and Somalis 
and the introduction of Soviet and Cuban military forces and 
hardware has attracted the interests of the Arab and African 
Worlds. This introduction of additional actors and the con- 
comitant conflict between previously clear interests and 
strategies creates a situation of potential great danger for 
stability in a region contiguous with the already super- 
critical Middle East. 

Most studies relative to the Horn, its actors and their 
relationships with the rest of the world tend to fall into 
three categories -- pure history, social anthropology, and 
political science. This statement is probably true of studies • 
done on any region or state and of itself is unremarkable, 
yet a closer examination of the work on the Horn reveals a 
major shortcoming. The fact is that although a good many 
excellent books have been written about each of these aspects 
with regard to the Horn, there have been few attempts to 
weave together all three aspects in order to obtain a complete 
picture. The historian tends to report events and usually 
stops at 1960; the sociologist or social anthropologist 
usually looks at a small section of the region without much 
regard for the remainder; and most political analysts seem to 
think that the Horn of Africa emerged from the ocean in 1945. 
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